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A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION

Have we lost sight of the Virtue of Our
Constitutional Freedoms?
Ifthis presidential election season has revealed anything it is that
we live in avery polarized society. People feel disenfranchised, not
cared for by electedofficials, discriminated against, violated and left
out. Expressions offrustration, discrimination, racism, anti-semitism,
and just plain hate could beheard from supporters in both political
parties. The fringe right and left inparticular have not only advocated
positions antithetical to the constitutionalfreedoms that make up the
bedrock of our American values but have also engagedin disruptive
and violent behavior. As a lawyer in the trenches it is thisexpression
against our constitutional freedoms both in words and deeds
thatconcern me the most.
Itis this denigration of our constitutional rights and the deprivation
of ourfreedoms that pose the greatest threat to our society. In the
name ofnational security, in the name of public safety, in the name of
a politicalposition, in the name of profit we have permitted
government and the privatesector to erode our constitutional
freedoms and especially our right to privacy.And now we hear
candidates and their supporters openly express views thatamount to
nothing less than a conscious disregard for our
constitutionalfreedoms. Yet, we seem relatively undisturbed by these
authoritarianexpressions.
Myresponse to this dangerous trend is to remind everyone what
American freedomsare all about. For the value, the virtue of our
freedoms seem lost. The freedomof speech, press, religion, to be
free of unreasonable searches and seizures,the right to bear arms,
the right of privacy, the right to due process oflaw, we must get
reacquainted on an intimate level with all of theseconstitutional rights.
We must once again learn to cherish their virtues. Thatis why in the
next few months I will do something quite simple: I will outlineour Bill

of Rights, amendment by amendment in very basic terms. In this way,
Ihope to remind if not reintroduce to all those who bother to read my
newsletterwhat freedoms we have and why they are important.
Withthis awareness of our constitutional freedoms in mind I
propose a very simpletest to judge any political candidate and for that
matter, any courtjudge. Does he or she express positions that would
strengthen or weakenour constitutional freedoms? If overall, a
politician’s positions amount to adilution of our constitutional
freedoms then such a person should not besupported. Thus, my test
is based on the fundamental principle that any electedofficial, any
judge should be a strong supporter of our bill of rights both
inprinciple and in practice. That’s how our freedoms are protected.
And that'sway if a politician advocates the dilution of our constitutional
rights in thename of national security, public safety, or for any other
reason for thatmatter, such a politician should be rejected. For the
weakening of our freedomsis precisely what undermines the
fundamental principles that make up oursociety. Unless the virtue of
our constitutional freedoms is valued we as asociety will turn into the
very totalitarian state that we claim to fightagainst.

In the next issue: The first Amendment: "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances."
You got questions? Got an idea for a topic? Let me know. I will see if I can write an
article about it. "

Visit my website: www.markcohenlaw.com
Quotes of the Month:
"America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our
freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves." Abraham Lincoln
"Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it
incorrectly and applying the wrong remedies." -- Groucho Marx
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